
Sedro-Woolley School District
Third-Grade Elementary  
Parent Report Card Guide

Please use this guide when 
reviewing your child’s report 
card. After looking at the report 
card and this guide, feel free to 
contact your child’s teacher if you 
still have questions. Please note 
the Grading Key in the upper 
left-hand corner of the report 
card when reviewing this report 
card guide.

READING 
Reads at grade level 
Asks and answers questions using supporting details from 
the text 
Literature 
Summarizes how key details support the central 
message or lesson of a story: Student can identify the 
author’s intended message or lesson learned by characters 
through key events or details in the story. 

Describes the traits, motivations, and feelings of 
characters and how they contribute to the story:

determine if a fraction is greater 
than, less than, or equal to another 
given fraction. 

Measurement and Data 
Solves problems involving 
addition and subtraction of 
time: Students are expected to 
either add two different times or 
find the difference in two times by 
using a number line. 
Represents and interpret data 
on a pictograph, bar graph, 
and a line plot: Students are 
expected to read and understand 
all three types of graphs as well as 
create these graphs based on given 
or collected data. 
Understands concepts 
of area and relate area 
to multiplication and to 
addition: Students are expected 
to use pictures or any form of 
manipulatives to show that area can 
be solved through multiplication or 
repeated addition. 
Solves problems involving 
perimeter: Students are expected 
to show understanding of perimeter 
by adding the length of the sides of 
a given shape. This includes using 
their knowledge of shapes to find 
unknown side lengths. 
Solves problems involving 
area: Students are expected to 
solve real world problems involving 
area by using multiplication or 
another appropriate strategy. 
Breaks apart rectilinear 
shapes to find area: Students 
are expected to break shapes that 
can’t be solved by using regular 
length times width into rectangles, 
then find the area of the rectangular 
pieces, and then add up the area of 
the pieces to find the total area. 

Geometry 
Categorizing shapes by 

attributes such as 4-sided 
shapes (i.e., rectangles, 
rhombuses and squares): 
Students are expected to use their 
knowledge of angles, types of lines, 
and side lengths to categorize 
quadrilaterals. 
Partition shapes into parts 
with equal areas, and describe 
the unit fraction of the whole: 
Students are expected to cut a 
shape into equal pieces and be able 
to label the fraction according to 
their given size. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
Students are expected to 
demonstrate knowledge of content 
in a variety of social studies 
topics such as civics, economics, 
geography, and history. 

ART 
• Use of tools 
• Producing finished artwork 
• Cooperation and Classroom 
Citizenship 

MUSIC 
• Use of tools and instruments 
• Musical Creation and Exploration 
• Cooperation and Classroom 
Citizenship 

TECHNOLOGY 
• Digital Citizenship 
• Uses technology as a learning tool 
• Creates and produces artifacts 
• Understands vocabulary specific 
to technology 
• Utilizes beginning programming 
concepts 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
• Motor skills and Movement 
Patterns (Standard 1, addressing 

movement expectations in a wide 
range of activities) Examples 
include: throwing, catching, 
galloping, rhythm, weight transfer. 
Skills are determined by grade level 
and vary according to units. 
• Responsible Personal and Social 
Behavior (Standard 4, addressing 
safety, feedback, teamwork and rule 
following, more specific than basic 
participation) Examples include: 
rules and etiquette, receiving and 
providing feedback, working with 
others, and safety. 

HOW WILL IT BE ASSESSED? 
• Formative Assessments (paper, 
Fitness Gram, anecdotal notations) 
• Entry/Exit Tasks (connections to 
real world, skill task etc.) 
• Peer-Peer sharing 
• Self and/or Peer evaluations 
Skills are assessed specifically 
for each unit within EACH 
SEMESTER. Scores indicate how 
a student is doing for specific unit 
skills within THAT SEMESTER 
only, not as a progressive measure 
of their OVERALL ability from 
beginning of year to end of year. 
Unit equipment is shared across 
the district, with individual schools 
running units based on availability 
and gym space. Schools do not run 
units simultaneously. 

CHARACTERISTICS 
OF SUCCESSFUL 
LEARNERS: 
Students are assessed on personal 
and study skills, as well as the 
academic skills they are developing. 
These are key skills, attitudes and 
behaviors students are building that 
increase success in their academic 
and social lives, supporting each 
student’s ability to deal with daily 
tasks and challenges.



Student can describe how specific 
character actions or personality 
traits affect other characters and 
move the story forward. 
Determines how a word or 
phrase is used in context: 
Student can find the meaning of 
an unknown word by analyzing the 
surrounding words and context in 
the sentence.
Compare and contrast themes, 
settings, and plots from 
stories: Student can explain how 
two stories are similar and different 
referring to characters, setting, and 
themes.

Informational Text
Determines main idea and 
supports with key details from 
the text: Student can find the big 
idea of a text and describe how its 
supported with facts and details. 
Compares and contrasts key 
details from two texts on 
the same topic: Students can 
show how two texts share similar 
information and can describe the 
differences.

Foundational Skills
Decodes multisyllabic words: 

Students can sound out words 
based on their syllable breaks.
Understands the parts of 
words and how they pertain 
to their meaning: Students can 
break down words based on their 
prefix, suffix, and root to determine 
what that word means.
Reads accurately and fluently 
to support comprehension: 
Student reads a grade level text 
mostly in larger, meaningful 
phrases or word groups; mostly 
smooth, uses expression, and 
pausing guided by punctuation.

WRITING
With support plans, revises, 
edits, and produces writing for 
a variety of purposes
Narrative
Organizes a story by 
introducing a setting and 
characters that interact within 
a series of events: Students write 
a story with a logical sequence 
of events with a beginning that 
interests the reader and an ending 
that provides closure. The story 
should introduce the reader to 
character(s) and where the story 
takes place.
Uses dialogue and description 
to show actions, thoughts, and 
feelings: Students are expected 
write a story that uses dialogue and 
detail to show how a character’s 
thoughts, actions, and feelings 
change throughout the story.
Uses transition words to 
show order of events: Students 
effectively use phrases to show the 
story is moving through time.
Informative/Explanatory
Supports a topic with facts, 
definitions, and details: 
Students are expected to create 
a piece of writing that informs 
the reader about a given topic. 
The writing should introduce 

the topic clearly and group 
related information together 
while providing supporting facts, 
definitions, and details throughout. 
Uses transition words to 
show order of events: Students 
should also include linking words 
(also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories 
of information and provide a 
concluding statement or section.
Opinion:
Introduces opinion, supports 
with reasons, and restates 
opinion within a conclusion: 
Students are expected to create 
a piece of writing that states a 
clear opinion about a topic, states 
two or more reasons that support 
that opinion, and expands their 
reasoning using facts. The piece of 
writing should include a beginning 
that gets the reader’s attention, 
organizes the piece in a logical 
order, and a concluding statement 
at the end that restates the opinion.
Uses transition words to 
connect opinion and reasons: 
Student uses linking words and 
phrases (because, therefore, since, 
for example) to connect opinion, 
reasons, and facts.

SPEAKING AND  
LISTENING
Engages effectively in a variety 
of collaborative discussions: 
Students should be able to share 
their own ideas and build upon 
the ideas of others. Students will 
be given multiple opportunities in 
all subject areas to demonstrate 
these skills. They will also be 
offered different scenarios such as 
one-on-one, class discussions, and 
presentations

LANGUAGE
Applies grade level grammar 

when writing, reading and 
speaking
Uses correct capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing

SCIENCE
In addition to the scientific facts 
your student will work with, 
teachers will also be looking for 
students to learn as authentic 
scientists; asking questions, 
modeling their thinking, arguing 
from evidence etc. Also, students 
will use core ideas such as cause 
and effect, systems, energy, and 
patterns to deepen understanding 
of the core ideas. 
For third grade, the overall 
sequence of learning includes:
Physical Science:
Understands how objects 
affect the motion of other 
objects: Students will understand 
the effect of balanced and 
unbalanced force on an object’s 
motion, as well as the idea that 
magnets and electricity can affect 
motion over distance. Students will 
identify a simple problem they can 
design a solution for, using these 
ideas.
Life Science:
Understands what causes 
the differences between 
organisms: Life cycles and 
inherited traits are two of the 
common threads among organisms, 
and how they are alike and different 
determine, and are determined by, 
the needs of the organism. 
Understands what affects 
organisms’ survival: Besides 
physical characteristics, organisms’ 
behaviors and survival also depends 
upon their environments, and 
changes to those conditions.
Earth and Space Science:
Understands how climate 
affects organisms: Using 

information gathered from data, 
students design solutions to lessen, 
or remove the impact of weather-
related hazards.

MATHEMATICS
Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking 
Represent and solve problems 
involving multiplication 
and division: Students are 
expected to show understanding of 
multiplication and division by using 
a strategy that accurately describes 
the problem, show how they solved 
it, and are able to write an equation 
to match. 
Fluently multiply and divide 
within 100: By the end of the year 
students are expected to know from 
memory all the answers to single 
digit multiplication problems. 
Students also need to have a quick 
strategy to solve any division 
problem within 100.
Solve two-step word problems 
using the four operations 
of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division: In 
addition to solving two-step word 
problems using the four operations, 
students are expected to represent 
these problems using equations 
with a letter for the unknown, and 
determine whether or not their 
answer is reasonable.
Understand properties 
of multiplication and the 
relationship between 
multiplication and division:
Students are expected to 
understand and apply basic 
properties of multiplication 
including the associative property, 
commutative property, and 
distributive property. Students are 
not expected to be able to identify 
each property by name, rather they 
need to be able to be able to apply 
the concept.

Numbers and Operations 
in Base Ten 
Student can fluently add and 
subtract within 1,000: Students 
are expected to use an efficient 
strategy to solve any addition or 
subtraction problem within 1,000.

Numbers and Operations 
in Fractions
Identify and understand unit 
fractions: Students are expected 
to draw, name, and label fractions 
where the numerator is one. (i.e., 
½, ⅓, ¼)
Represent fractions on a 
number line: Students are 
expected to partition a number line 
evenly, label each fractional piece 
accurately, and show where a given 
fraction is located on the number 
line. 
Compare fractions with either 
the same numerator or the 
same denominator. Explain 
equivalent fractions (i.e., 
½=2/4): Students are expected to 
use a picture or a number line to 


